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AIRTOUCH COMMUNICATIONS INFORMAL COMMENTS

AirTouch Communications hereby submits informal comments in support of Petitions for

Reconsideration of the Report and Order released by the Commission on June 8, 1994, in the

above-captioned proceeding. Specifically, AirTouch urges the Commission to permit CMRS

carriers to avoid disclosure of market-specific subscriber count information in calculating their

annual fees pursuant to Section 9 of the Communications Act of 1934.

In the Order, the Commission adopted a regulatory fee schedule for fiscal year 1994

which required cellular carriers to disclose the actual numbers of their subscribers on a system-

by-system basis for purposes of calculating regulatory fees. Subscriber information on a system-

by-system basis is confidential and proprietary business data which could place a cellular carrier

at a significant competitive disadvantage vis-a-vis its competitors if disclosed. Such information

could be used as a marketing tool by competitors to undermine a carrier's strategy and exploit a

carrier's weaknesses. Competition between carriers would thereby be reduced.

To protect licensees from the release of this competitively sensitive information,

AirTouch supports the alternative proposed by NYNEX that licensees file th.eir subscribercount~~
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on a corporate-wide basis. I By rolling up subscriber counts to the holding company level, a

corporation could make a single fee payment for all of its markets, creating efficiencies for both

industry and Commission staff by reducing the number of filings. Such a requirement would

reflect the multiple ownership of licenses which exist for many cellular companies, including

AirTouch Cellular. To assess the accuracy of the calculations used to determine the payments,

random, periodic audits of a carriers' records could be conducted. A corporate-wide payment

process would achieve the best balance between eliminating unnecessary and unproductive

regulatory burdens on CMRS licensees while providing the Commission with sufficient

information to meet its statutory requirements.

Alternatively, AirTouch supports the proposals of CTIA and NYNEX to amend section

0.457 of its rules to provide for confidential treatment of regulatory fee amounts and the

confidential subscriber data on which the regulatory fees are calculated. The Commission's

option of requesting confidential treatment of the data pursuant to Section 0.459 of the

Commissions Rules each time regulatory fee payments are made is unnecessarily burdensome.

Applying this option will defeat the Commission's objective of adopting rules designed to ensure

that fees are collected in a manner that is easy to comply with and administer. In addition, it is

uncertain that the information will remain confidential. Affirmative protection is needed to

provide carriers confidence that competitively valuable information regarding market share and

growth rates will not be available through the regulatory process.

1 NYNEX Petition for Reconsideration at 2.
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In conclusion, AirTouch urges the Commission to reconsider its requirements related to

the assessment and collection of regulatory fees for the 1994 fiscal year. The provision of

aggregate market data will afford greater protection to licensee information upon which those

fees are based. If market-by-market information is required, subscriber numbers should be

protected on a blanket basis through an amendment to the Commission's rules.

Respectfully submitted,

AirTouch Communications
425 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 658-2058

Kathleen Abernathy
Vice President - Federal Regulatory
AirTouch Communications
1818 N Street, N.W., Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036

October 5, 1994
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Certificate of Service

1, Tina L. Murray, herby certify that on this 5th day of October, 1994, copies of the
foregoing AirTouch Communications Informal Comments were sent by U.S. mail, postage
prepaid, to each of the parties listed on the following pages:

~cI¥
Tina L.MUrray~
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Frank M. Danek
Ameritch
2000 West Ameritech Ctr Dr., Room 4H84
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025

Stephen D. Baruch
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Jay C. Keithley
Sprint Corporation
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 1000
Washington, D.C. 20036

John C. Gammie
Wiltel, Inc.
One Williams Center, Suite 3600
Tulsa, OK 74172

Henry Goldberg
Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright
1229 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

David Cosson
National Telephone Cooperative Assn
2626 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

David C. Jatlow
Young & Jatlow
2300 N Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20037

Joe D. Edge
Hopkin & Sutter
888 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Andre J. Lachance
GTE Service Corporation
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Dawn G. Alexander
Sinderbrand & Alexander
888 16th Street, N.W., Suite 610
Washington, D.C. 20006

Cathleen A. Massey
McCaw Cellular Communications
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Katherine M. Holden
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Paul J. Fulks
Southwestern Bell Corporation
175 E. Houston, Room 1218
San Antonio, TX 78205

Rodney L. Joyce
Ginsburg, Feldman and Bress
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Mark C. Rosenblum
American Telephone & Telegraph Company
295 North Maple Avenue, Room 2255F2
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Robert A. Mansbach
COMSAT General Corporation
6560 Rock Spring Drive
Bethesda, MD 20817

M. Robert Sutherland
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
4300 Southern Bell Center, 675 West Peachier St., NE
Atlanta, GA 30375

Thomas J. Casey
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
1440 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005



Lawrence W. Katz
Bell Atlantic Telephone Companies
1710 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Tom W. Davidson
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld
1333 New Hampshire Ave, N.W.Ste. 400
Washington, D.C. 20036

Glenn S. Richards, Fisher, Wayland,
Cooper, Leader & Zaragoza
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Ste. 400
Washington, D.C. 20006

Joseph A. Godles
Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright
1229 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Alexander P. Humphrey
GE American Communications, Inc.
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dennis C. Brown
Brown and Schwaninger
1835 K Street, N.W., Suite 650
Washington, D.C. 20006

Jeremy Lansman
Firewood Communications Corporation
3700 Woodland Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99517

Roy Sheppard
Cable Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 608
Jamestown, ND 58402

John 1. Davis
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
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Robert J. Sachs
Continental Cablevision, Inc.
The Pilot House, Lewis Wharf
Boston, MA 02110

James H. Baker
Forest Industries Telecommunications
871 Country Club Road, Suite A
Eugene, OR 97401-2200

Lonna M. Thompson
Association of America's Public Television Stations
1350 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036

Alan S. Tilles
Meyer, Faller, Weisman & Rosenberg, P.c.
4400 Jenifer Street, N.W., Suite 380
Washington, D.C. 20036

Robert M. Gurss
Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane, Chartered
1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20006

Stephen R. Effros
The Cable Telecommunications Association
3950 Chain Bridge Road
Fairfax, VA 22030

Richard R. Zaragoza
Fisher, Wayland, Cooper, Leader & Zaragoza
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006

Daniel L. Brenner
National Cable Television Association, Inc.
1724 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

David M. Hunsaker
Putbrese and Hunsaker
6800 Fleetwood Road, Suite 100
McLean, VA 22101



Paul Glist
Cole, Raywid & Braverman
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Ste. 200
Washington, nc. 20006

Ed De La Hunt
De La Hunt Broadcasting Corporation
P.O. Box 49
Park Rapids, MN 56470

Thomas J. Keller
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson and
Hand
901 15th Street, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005

William S. Reyner
Hogan & Hartson
Columbia Square, 555 13th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Eric Breisach
Howard & Howard, The Kalamazoo Bldg.
107 W. Michigan Ave., Suite 400
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Edward Wholl
NYNEX Corporation
120 Bloomingdale Rd.
White Plains, NY 10605

Andrea Williams
Cellular Telecommunications Industry Assn.
1250 Connecticut Ave., NW, Ste. 200
Washington, D.C. 20036
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